An 


| "4 #5 4 4 6 * wr 7 * E299 
1 [1 PEE Ate . Te Wy | 07. 1 


| PARAPHRASE | 


NO T ES UV 


St. PavL's EPISTLE 
P H 7.6 E M O N. 


Attempted i in 
Imitation of Mr, LOCK E's Manner. 
—_—_'- - | 


APPENDI X; 


In which is ſhewn, 


That St. PAUL could neither be an E N T H U- 
SIAST, nor an IMPOSTOR: And conſe- 
quently, "the CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


muſt be (as he has repreſented it) HE AVENLY 
and DIVINE. 
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A I have great Reaſon to acknowledge the Aſſiſtance 
| A which Mr. LOCK E's Paraphraſe and Notes 
LA upon ſome of St. P AU L's Epiſtles, have af- 
farded me, towards underſtauding that uſeful, but difficult, 
part of SACRED SCRIPTURE; ſ% bete T 
often regretted that he did not liue to go through all of them. 
He Pas certainly put us into the right Way of ſtudhing 
them, tho I don't reckon him infallible ; for I have by me ſome 
Remarks upon Places which I apprehend bim to have miſta- 
ken ; which Remarks may, perhaps, ſome Time or other 
ſee the Light, But, however (though we are all ſallible) 
we ought to learn of one another, and to aſſiſt one another, as 
much as we can; as well as implore the FATHER OF 
LIGHTS 10 ſucceed our Iuquiries after Truth, aud our 
Attempts to ſet it in a juſt and clear Light. | 
And the World in general ought to be grateful to the 
CHE. a fuk . * Mr. LOCK I 
tting them into ſuch a of ſtudhing St, P AU Ls 
E PES TI. ES at 
Till ſome abler Hand hall undertake this uſeful Service, 
T have begun to do it as well as I can. 
A 2 | And 


rv The PR EFA CE. 
And as a SPECIMEN I have undertaten the 
Horteſt of St. P AU L's Epiſtles. As tis ſo ſbort in it 
felf, and 1 now publiſhed alone, there are ſeveral general 
eg upon all bis Epiſtles, which will be only referr'd 
in the Notes upon the bers, # in order ta render them. 
keks ker ſhorter. 1 
Some have looked upon this rather as @ familiar Epiſtle, 


or a Letter of Friendſbip, than as an APOSTOLIG 5 
ſtle: But mhoe ver looks. more narrowly into it, pil oy 


worthy of an inſpired Author, and that vera of the 


Doctrmes and Precepts of HRS T1 N T are 
eitber aſſerted or ae 


According to the Reception that this meets with, I ſhall be 
able to judge, whether it will be proper for me to go on to pub- 
liſ the two E iſtles to the 44 by te to eons NS, 
the two Epiſtles to TIMO THY, and the Epiſtle to 
TITUS, « my Health, and Leiſure Hall allom me to 
fouſo them, 


PARAPHRASE 


AND 


NOTE 


ON THE. 


An. Chriſti 


Epiſtle of St. POR the Apoſtle gz. 


vulg. 63. 


Neron. 9. - 


Juſt before 


P H 5 1 E M O Nez 


ET from his 
— Fa 3 | WS. 


The HISTORY ard SYNOPSIS, © 


OLOSSE was a City of PHRYGIA MAJOR; buile- 
upon the River LYCUS,. and equally diſtant: from 
LAODICEA on one ſide, and HIERAPOLIS on 
the other: There lived PHILEM ON, who was very” * 
probably a. Native of the Country ; for PHILEMON: was a 

common Name among the PHRYGIANS: 

PHRYGIA was a Nation that was proverdial for being of: a 
ſlaviſh and untractable Diſpoſition; and if PHILEMON was ef 
ſo rough a Temper; when provoked (though otherwiſe a kind 
and generous Man) it may ſhew us why St. PAUL labour'd the 
Point ſo. much, to obtain ſo ſmall a Requeſt. 
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PHILEMON. 


That he lived at COLOSSE, appears from the APOSTLE's 


calling ONESIMUsS one of them,  Golo/-iv. 9. and from his ſa- 


luting ARC HIPPUS as a Miniſter at COL OSS E, Col. iv. 17. 
compar'd with ver. 2. of this Epiſtie. Nay, THEODORET, 
in his Preface to this Epiſtle, ſuys, that PHILEMON's Houſe 
remain'd at COL OS SE till his Time (and he is reckon'd to have 
fopriſh'd' towards the Conclüſion of the fourth EEN T URY) 
and that it was then kept for the Uſe of the CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH there. %% / —L„Ä 
PHILE MON ſeems to have been a Perſon of Diſtinction, 
that had been converted from an IDOLATROUS GENTILE 


* See Note tO CHRISTIANITY, by * St. PA UL himſelf; not chat the 
on v. 5. APOST LE had ever been at COL OSS E before his Writing 


Acts 


Col. iv. 
To 8, 9. 


this Bpifle; but PHILEMON had maſt probably been con- 
verted at EPHESUS, during St. PAUL's long Abode there; for 
thereby all the Inhabitants of the PROCONSULAR ASIA 
heard the Word of the Lord both JEWS and GREEKS, or 


\GENTIEES, A#4 xix. 10. compared with Aﬀc'$x. 31. and 


who knows but᷑ that ſome of the COLOSSIANS might receive 
the GOSPEL that way? A more likely Time and Place can 
hardly be aſſign'd: And as PHILEMON was himſelf converted 
by St. PAUL, he was perhaps one of them that were inſtrumental 
in conver ng the reſt of the COLOSSIANS. — 8 
This PH LEMON had had a Slave called ONESIMUS, 
that had robb'd him, and then run away from him as far as 
ROME. How the APOS TL E came to meet with him there 
is not ſaid; however, there St. PAUL, during his Confinement 


ü ze. in his own hired Houſe, converted and baptized him, and kept 


him for ſome Time to wait upon himſelf, till the Truth and Sin- 
cerity of his Repentance was confirm'd by his Conduct. And 
when ONESIMUS was reſolved upon returning to his Maſter 
again, the APO ST LE writes his Letter in his behalf, ſending 
it in his own Name, and in the Name of his beloved TIM O- 
T HY, and by the Hands of TYCHICUS and ONESIMUS; 
and the chief Deſign of the Epiſtle was to reconcile PHILE- 


MON to his Slave, and to perſuade him to regard, and put as 


much, or more Confidence in him chan ever. | 
In this Letter we have the Picture of a generous Friend, and 


of a wiſe and brave Man, a noble Inſtance of CHRISTIAN 


Charity, Benevolence, and Condeſcenſion! And from the great 


 APOSTLE's Example we ought to learn to do our beſt to 


recon- 


| 1 1 
reconcile Perſons at Difference, and to ſtoop to the Aſſiſtance of 
the meaneſt Slave, when and where it lies in our Power. 
This Leffer is wrote with ſuch admirable Addreſs and Affection, 
and the Requeſt urg'd home ſo cloſely, that, methinks, it would 
be very agreeable to know the Succeſs it met with, even though. 
the Perſons concern'd have been ſo many hundreds of Years in their 
Graves: I am, indeed, ſtrongly inclin'd to believe, that PHILE- | 
MON granted the APOST LE's Requeſt, and received ONE= | Wt 
SIMUS into his Houſe and Favour again. 1 
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TN theſe three Verſes he directs the Letter, and falutes the Fa-- 
mily he writes to, according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, 
and eſpecially among the CHRISTIANS. 


F EX I. A 
1p AUL 4 Priſoner of | AUL (who is now under Confine- I: 

JESUS, 9 ment at ROME for the fake of 

| | Z: ts 5 WW . the 
NOTES. n 


. 


1. 2 nach Now Of Yer? ige. PAUL 4 Priſaner of TESUS CHRIST]. 


In this Confinement St. PAU L's Friends might have free Recourſe to bim; and 2 3 
he was permitted, without Moleſtation, to preach the GOSPEL in his own hired ; pf 5 | 
Houſe, to all that would come and hear him. 2 as . 640 
In as much as there's a remarkable Juſtneſs and Propriety in the INTRO f Mt 
DUCTIONS to St. PAU L's Epiſtles, we ſhall here confider them at one 7 
View, that we may not have Occaſion to repeat the Obſervation, and that their 5 


* 


PHIL EMO N. 


2068 NOTES. e ee Del. 
peculiar Suitableneſs and Propriety may the more evidently appe r; and in goin 
2 them we ſhall Pee in the Order in which we aN they e 


wrote. ao | 599 A KR 07 . 3:13 [IQR YET ©, 
In his ſecond Epiſtle to the THESSALONIANS, he only. prefixes his 
Name without any Title, becauſe the JUDAIZING CHRISTIANS, and 
FALSE APOSTLES, had not then begun to make any Oppoſition to him or 
his Doctrine, nor were his APOSTOLIC POWER and MISSION as 
yet called in Queſtion. Into the GALATIAN-CHURCHES there had 
1 (quickly after St. PA U L's Departure) certain JU DAIZ ING CHRI- 
STIANS, that called in Queſtion his APOST LES HIP, and infinuated 
that St. PETE R, and the APOSTLES of the CIRCUMCISION were 
greater APOSTLES, and more to be regarded, than St. PAUL; that he was 
only an APOSTLE of Man, but they of, JESUS CHRIST; that the 
APOSTLES of the CIR CUM CISION had never preached againſt circum- 
ciſing the Converts from among the IDOLA TROUS GENTILES; nay, 
that Tt. PAUL himſelf had ſometimes preach'd up the Neceſſity of circumciſing 
ſuch Converts ; and therefore: upon all Accounts they ought to ſubmit thereto, as 
.abſolutely neceſſary to their Chriſtianity here, and to their Salvation hereafter. 


" 4 - 


As Matters ſtood thus 'twas requifite that he ſhould affert his Apoſtolic Power and 


Authority, and begin his Epiſtle to them [as he _— PAUL a» APOSTLE, 
not of Men, pry, nm by Man, but by JESUS CHRIST, and GOD he 
FATHER, who ras/ed him from the dead, &c. | 

After the APOSTLE had been two or three Years at CORINTH, and 
had in Perſon planted a conſiderable Church there, he departed : Not long after 
which, came a falſe Apoſile, by Nation a JEW, and perhaps of the Set of the 
SADDUCEES; he oppoſed St. PAUL, vilify'd his Perſon, charg'd him 
with, falſe Doctrine, and unbecoming Practices; by which vile Arts, and unjuſt 
Infinuations, he raiſed a great Faction againſt the APOSTLE: He therefore 
begins his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians 2vizh, PAUL called to be an APO- 
8 LE of JESUS CHRIST, and appointed thereto by the Will of GOD, 
Ec. When he wrote his frf 8 70 Timothy, tis evident” that certain 
JUDAIZERS had mixed with the CHURCH at EPHESUS, and 
that HYMENEUS and ALEXANDER particularly did oppoſe Saint 
PAUL; he therefore introduces that Epiſtle alſo with aflertin bis APO- 
STOLIC Authority, PAUL a» APOSTLE ff JESUS CHRIST, ac- 
cording to the Commandment (or Appointment) of GOD our - Saviour, and of 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, v is our Hope, &c. As the FACTION 
was not intirely broke when he wrote his /econd Epefle to the Corinthians, he be- 

8 PAU an APOSTLE of JESUS CHRIST, by the Hill of 
| D, Sc. 

He was afraid that the GENTILE CHRISTIANS at ROME might 
be carried too far into JEWISH SEN'TIMEN TS, becauſe they had very 
probably been convert 187 on #RALGE SL: CH RISTIANS: Bat 
as he had never been at ROME himſelf, and conſequently no Oppoſition had 
been made to him there, he pitches upon a Medium in his IN TRODUCTI- 
ON to that Epiſtle, neither aſſerting his APOSTOLIC Power and Au- 
thotity in ſo high a Tone, or in ſo magiſterial a Manner, nor yet wholly omitting 
the mention of it; PAUL the Servant (or Bond-Man) of JESUS C H RIST, 
called ro be as A POST L. E, and ſeparared unto the 11 1 of GOD, Ec. 
Aud through the whole of that EPISTLE to the R ANS it _—_ 

\ calily 


P H ILE MO N: —_ 


eaſily obſerved, that he ſpeaks in a more mild and condeſe n 
generally does in thoſe Epiſtles that are wrote to the CHURCHES, which be 
Fimtclf ad platted, eſpecially if there had been any Apt from him or his 
Doctrine: Then he puts on the Air and Tone of a Maſter, and 'reproves and 
bukes, and exhorts with all Authority. Here he was only afraid dar the GE - 

TILE CHRISTIANS at ROME might poſlibly be ted afige'by JEWISH 
PURE] and thereto 2 RO ON, but alſo in the 

y of the Epiſtle he cautions, and warns, and exhorts them, not in an aathori- 
tative, but in a —— affable Manner; and alledges ſeveral Reaſons why the 

JEWISH CHRISTIANS ought not to impoſe ſuch Things upon them, 

and why the GENTILE "CHRISTIANS ought to ſtand in the LE 

BERTY which CHRISTIANITY allows them. 

As to that which commonly goes under the Name of the 5 15 to the E PH E- 
SI ANS (and which I think to be the Epiſtle to tbe LAODICEANS, men- 
tion'd Colof. iv. 16.) the Perſons to whom it was wrote were evidently gone into 
ſome JEWISH Sentiments and Practices, being particularly ſeduc'd by tho 
pretended Purity of the SECT of the ESSENES; and were, perhaps, in dan- 

roof bei er ſeduced : He therefore begins, PAUL ay APOSTLE of 

ESUS CHRIST, by the Will of GOD, Sc. Nang * 

For the fame Reaſon, and about the fame Time, he wrote his Epiſtle To the 
COLOSSIANS, and begins again with the very ſame Words: And in this latter 
Epiſtle he order'd both the Epiſtles to be read in both CHURCHES, vd at 

LAODICEA and COLOSSE ' 28 | | nol! 
During his Confinement at ROME, the PHILIPPIANS ſent EPA. 
PHRODITUS with an handſome Preſent, left the APOSTLE ſhould 
want Neceſſaries in his Confinement : Though they ſeem tb have been but a ſmall 
CH UR CH, yet they were very generous ; for befides ſh Nadi after him to 
ROME, — had formerly been kind to him above all the other CHURCHES, 
and had ſent him Preſents once and again whilit he was at THESS ALONE 
CA. This kind Concern of theirs was gratefully reſented by the generous APO. 

STLE; and in writing unto them, be would not aſſume his 'A POSTOLTC- 
Character over ſuch affecti Friends, and ſo obedient a CHURCH; nor fay 
any Thing that would intimate his having a Right to ſuch Favours; but intro- 
duces that Epiſtle, PAUL and TIMOTHE US he Krvants (or Bond- Men) 
JESUS CHRIST, Sc. 3 ö 

In this Epiſtle ro PHILEMON he intimates, ver. 8, 9. that he choſe to lay 
afide all his APOSTOLIC AUTHORIT T, and to beg it as a Favour 
that he would be reconciled to ON ESIMUS,; and in order to touch and melt 
the Heart of PHI LEMON, he begins with tiling himſelf, PAUL the PRI. 
SONER of JESUS CHRIST, Cc. This Affability and Condeſcenfion muſt 
be own'd to be a much more friendly and grateful way of Addreſs, than that of 
Command and Authority. | 10 | 
If St. PAUL was the Author of the Epefile to the HEBREWS(as I believe he 
was) I reckon he did not introduce it with his NAME and APOSTOLIC 
AUTHORITY, becauſe his very NAME was offenfive to of the GEN. 


ING ZEALOTS, and he was properly the APOSTLE of the GEN- 
TILES, Rom. xi. 13. He therefore enters 3989 __-_ Subject of 
the Epiſtle, without any of his uſual INTRODUCTIONS; and argues wien 


them, to raiſe and exalt their Value for CHRISTIANITY above J U- 
DAISM, as any other BROTHER CHRISTIAN, that was equally = 
ted, might have done. B Aal, 


rr 


\ 


„% FUKEANAX. 


PARAPHRASE: 1 
he Lord IE SUS CHRIST, and for and TIMOTHY our Bro- 
the Lord JE 88 18 "TAN D ther, unto PHI LEMON 
CTRINE in the World) and T I'M OQ-, ee iy Fel- 
THY o CHRISTIAN BNC. +: 
'THER, ſend our Reſpects, and all pro- 
per Salutations, to our dearly beloved 
Chriſtian Brother PHIL EM ON of 
e 2 70 CO- 
21 | Y | NNO 6 - 
The CRETANS were far gone into. JEWISH SENTIMENTS and 
PRACTICES, being del by og EWISH CHRISTIANS, who 
ſophiſticated the pure CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, and ed it ſo mix- 
for the Sake of a Maintenance; thereby leading the CHRISTIANS off 
from the Simplicity which is in CHRIST JESUS, St. PAUL: therefore 
degins his Epe/tle ta TITUS (whom he himſelf had ſent to CRETE, to rectify 
N 185 867 215 1 5 L rhe Servant GOD, and the APOSTLE of 
; | 9. 11 Ad if. * | 
J The laſt of his Epi les was the ſecond ro TIMOTHY ; wherein he takes notice, 
| that the JUDAIZING CHRISTIANS (probably at EPHESUS, 
where I fuppoſe TIMOTHY then was) i uc'd ſeveral fooliſh and un- 
learned © ueſtions. into CHRISTIANITY ; and that hey crepe into Hou- 
„ and deluded filly Women, that were nototiouſiy corrupted by them. In Oppo- 
n to ſuch DECEIVERS (and, perhaps, to add Weight and Dignity to 
the Miniſtry of TTMOTH Y ; and ſome ſuch Thing he might poſſibly have 
NTRODUCTION 28 to III US) he af. 


icw in the I 
xts his Wr and A an A POST LE of 
les; and muſt own, that I can't but ad- 


JESUS CHRIST, by the Will GOD, Cc. 

Thus have I gone through all his E f 
mire the Propricty and Suitableneſs of the INTRODUCTIONS of e 
one of them. Could a Man of ſuch Exactneſs and Sagacity be eafily impoſed up- 
on, and fancy that CHRISTIANITY was atteſted ich Signs and Wor- 
a and divers. Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, \according. to:the\ Divine 

100 z nay, that he himſelf was poſſeſs' d of ſuch miraculous Powers, and ſuper- 
natural Gifts ea, and could confer them upon others alſo by the laying on of 
his Hands; if all had been Fancy and Deluſion ? Or, can we ſuppoſe, that a Man 
that gave fuch convincing Proofs. of his Honeſty and Integrity, eſpecially by his 
many and grie vous Sufferings, would ever attempt to deceive others? 

b Þ LM TH Y. a \Brorher. ] As TIMOTHY had been ſo long at 
EPHESUS, which was not far from COL OSSE, it was very proper that 
he [ſhould join with St. PAUL in this Letter; rather, perhaps, than any of 
them mentioned in the Conclufion of this Epiſtle; for probably he was well 
known to PHIL EMON, and had been active in his Converfion, or Confirma- 
tign in the CHRISTIAN FAITH, bo 

The APOSTLE calls TIMOTHY 4 Zrother (and not his Son, 
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as he does elſewhere) paſſibly to add Weight and Authority by his Name to the 
preſent Requeſt. | ob Mi 287% tb 


5 E NLE . N 


DEST, PARAPHRASE | 
: Fellow Labourer. And. 9 8 oro ue A of out Faltow-L 
g ah 
© 


e n FN 8. the 
Armen Rellgion in the World an) to 
11 10 85 {LEST 

1341 bw of Har our ee eee 
E C2143, ; 10 U 97 MoH 19 N A. 7 
* 0 Ti 8. — 5 1s . d oy 
0" 03 Ils 10 nigzauoT1zore ads 
He does not, indeed, all T1MOTHY/s/PRISONER: Ton 
had been ſo, and was now ſet at li Kc , Heb. xiii. oli ou 

now confin'd, and the APOST. did not fee prope 


it 3 which I apprehend was dg” N ARIS TAK men: 
tioned here, v. 24. and no Notice taken of his being under CHU 5, wh though 
EPAPHRAS is called the APOS EE Fe „ «lean from 
JESUS, ver. 23. and ARISTARCHUS was en. 
at 


the Erith 0 50 wn Be 5 a 170 N 


and by the Ame Petſons, w 
tion of BROTHER N wg bb 
8 ſometimes they were divided into A 
KETHREN, las Ht 8p x9; wha by 1785 FA 15 111 = 
ſuch of the Twelve of the: Circ N as 951 175 I 42 USA nd 
ze, e and 3 the T.] ' BAR of .* * * 
. er e Pur ee u 
whom: ths H LRN 83 Pe 1 Sf IN 5 
TEC OST, 200 l. kg . Nn ey 
ſome of the moſt N Co 1 being n fore our Lord's 10 
ciſixion: In Altufion to Which dae Et STIAN 
CH UR CH, che frſt, or möſt intelligent and Cotverts in any Place, 
| 2 ea ELDERS, o wd and. and preſide over particular 
U 
All the other CHRISTIANS I OCT EDS and IN 
went under the Name of BRETHRE 1 the APOS bod hg ſome- 
times took to themſelves the inferior Wd DERS, i bo 
1 were ſometinies cal 25 by the general Name of 
TH RE N. See Miſcell. Sacr. Eflay II. 
© Our Fellow- Tabourter.] Such as odged ot Enjethained the APO oh 
or their Melſcngcts, or any of the CHRISTIANS ag in 4 Yonge 
ted the Spreaditng of Co HRISTIANITY, arc call their Fl 
ourers, whether Men or Women; as m fome fort ings ed in the honourable 
Work, Rom. xvi. 3. 3 Fobn, ver. 8. Matt. x. 41, 42. I LEMON is not 
ſo much as called an ELDE E R, though perhaps he (and ON ESIMUS ab 
ſo ſince his Converſion) might have ſome piritual Gifts communicated by the lay- 
ing on of the Hands o the APOSTLE, and ſo might be able to miniſter to 
him in ſome ſuperior Manner. See ver. 13. 
2. And to our beloved APPHIA.JThe ALEXANDP RIAN, and other 
wy read «S2aey, Siſter ; which muſt be underſtood as BROTH ER, above, 
their mutua Relation as CHRISTIANS. She is conjectur d by 


ſank ATHERS, and —_— aſſerted by others, to have * 


11 


12 P HI LEMON. 
Y AR AY HR AS E. ＋ RAE 


ARC HIPPUS, who is our Fellow- AR CHIP POS our Fel- 


Soldier under JESUS CHRIST, the EHU Cn and in the 
great Captain of our Salvation, engaged Grace to you, and Peace 


in the ſame honourable and arduous Un- from GON our Father, 
dertaking ; and finally, * unto the Church _ the Lord JESUS 
which is in your Houſe ; we with you Fa- AIST. 
your, and all imaginable Happineſs from 

the great Fountain of all that is good, i. e. 

from GOD the FATHER; from' whom 

are all Things; and from the Lord I E- 

SUS CHRIST, 25% whom are all Things. 


to org TES. 


Anon 23 
, f \ 4 | 

Wiſe.of PHILEMON ; and as ſhe is mentioned before AR CHIP 
ee eee 

NJEcTuUre 1Þ not im able. e writes to 8 
Dale uſe her Intetceltion in behalf of ONE SINUS. 3 
* Aud to ARCHIPPUS. our Fellow-Soldier.] Dr. LIGHT FOOT 

kons him to have been the Son of P HILL EM ON, or at leaſt one that lived 

his Family; and therefore he was mentioned upon the ſame Account as A P- 
PHIA. As he was the MINISTER (or, perba the moſt prudent and active 
Miniſter) of the CHRISTIAN CH NEN ee G iv.) 174.36 
was proper enough tor the | to ingage hi in this Af. 
Air, w! Sher be wa PHI LEMON Son, or os. wm e 
© F And tobe Church in thy Houſe.) i. e. to all the CHRISTIANS in 
your Family, who daily oo together in the Worſhip of GO, and have the Pro- 
miſe of CHRIS T's favourable Preſence and WE Ns, rob 20. In 
this Senſe all CHRISTIAN Families ought to be a CHURCH in theis 
own Houſe. The . iy occurs, Rom. xvi. 5. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. And that St. 
PAUL did not .hereby mean, that the whole CHURCH of. COLOSSE 
aſſembled at PHILEMON's Houſe, may appear from St. PAUL ſaluti 
the CHUR CH in the Houſe of NY MPHAS, which was alſo at COLOSS 


Colofe iv. 15. - | I 

The APOSTLE endeavours to gain the good Will of all PHILEMON's 
Family, and does not call them his Children or Servants, but by the venerable. 
Name of a CHRISTIAN CHURCH, to give 4 Dignity and Weight to.their. 
Interceffion in the. Behalf of ONESIMUS. Oo 


L. 


- 
* 


( 


p EIL E Mu O N 
SECT. Un. [ 


The contents 


Epiſile, but (beſides the more diſtant Preparation already 
notice of) he in this SECTION comes nearer the Point ;- 


HO: does not immediatel . to the main Subject of td 
taken 


with the moſt admirable Addreſs; thanking GOD that PHILE- 


MON had been as generous already, and done as much, or more, 


in other Inſtances, than what he was now going to requeſt of him: 


He urges the Man by his own paſt Exam 74 . d. Only continue to. 
act like your ſelf, and then-you 2 do This was cer- 


tainly a moſt grateful and inſinuating Way of pointing out to 
PHILEMON his Duty, and the moſt proper and ane ** 


troduction to his un, Requeſt. 
TEXT: | PARUPHRASE. 
Thank my G O D, . ma- give Thanks unto. GOD: for 
155 12 rencion of EM | EE reeable Account (which we 


yers 
of th and F b, lately received by EPAPHRAS, 
1. 1 Ef wick 5 eee 


NOTES. 


"= Ivo won nf Guy, 1 thank my Gol ia Sens ont bj 
5 Lives nay 8 22 To uoT _ 7 ct 221 
tion of thee a gin my Prayers, ought to at ver 

86e L. Fs Lake — „ ng of ſeveral of 
his Z. ies, of A i. 5 55 2 Eph. i. 16. Philip. xiii. 4. Cole 1. 3. 1 Theſ:- 
i. 2. & iii. 9, 10. 2 T ef, i. 

5. Axder, &c. l of thy Tow and Path Here is almoſt the ſame 
Manner of Expreſſion uſed to PHIL EMON; whom St. PAUL had convert- 
ed, which en. Epheſ. i. 1 3. from which Text in Epbeſians ſome of the CRI- 
TICKS have arg that was the EP ISLE to-the LAODICEANS, : 
mention'd Colof..is * 16. He. does indeed uſs.the fame Manner of f ing, Colo. 
1. 4. whereas the COLOSSIANS had then never ſeen the APOST LE, Col. 
— on we. therefore hence conclude, that St. PAUL did not in Perſon con- 

HILEMON, but had only ſent him ſome of «his Attendants ; and fo + 
yy tal PHILEMON, ver. 19. That he wd unto him even his own Dedrne 

. and his Hopes of eternal Salvation, becauſe the Goſpel _—_ 


13 


4 


5— 


14 


— 


i into the ſame or lik 


aud. Dowd) Bec. eich wid oſt 


P HTLLEM MAN 
2 4RA HR A TEXT. 


in JESUS CHRIST, A* Practice of Sbich e haſt toward 


SUS, 
the CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, J E 8 
of your great Love to all the * EE ** ants 3 


ans: For this we frequently praiſe & maſt 


at tho — Time * it our carne 


13 * nee 3 14 353070 ; A ; | ey 4! I 

701 14 45 hart 2417107) NEE K. 5 Doan Iii 01931413 
e an ho AP OST R to PHILEMON, eee 7-1 confeſs, 
I rather incline to ink, ther St. PAUL himſelf converted pIEENMON 


and chat it cguld not harg been concluded 014, that Expreſſion albne, of cho! 
APOSTLE' Bearing 7 their Faith, 170 th Lat be had ner. 


5 4, 15 + hop 
the Perſons to whom he was then writ! ev it — back d with 


ſtronger ents, ſuch as his queſtionin , whether th _ ever heard YL 
being the ee N of the GKN A TL ES, 2, Seti and His ines 


eee TE 


ther met with. 
Au TW dydalu, x Thy isi hy Dr wee ; # lie Inody, 


Thy Leg Faith which rhos haſt rowafds the Lord ] 808 CH KIST, 
bur all Stints.) Dr. MILLS mentions ſeveral you 75 7 


VERSIONS, that place the, Words 457 eee 722 TT 
"EN 9 5 


e e eng end JESUS. et. A LOVE 


t rin which St, N Be ed theſe ve 
0 hs e 8 e 4 pet were 77 A; the Tame Uh ; 
whilſt ke fart 7 were Rem a and warm in hi 

c 


J es adv]es 1 e'yive. 


Rds 


, no wonder if he run 
preſſions. But when the Words are thus placed, they will 
require ſuch a Tyajection as we took notice of, ver. 4. as appears from the two 


Texts laſt quoted. 
 K*Ayive, Saints.) Thoſe Titles of Saints 


an holy Sed, phe Hlecf, the Culled, ehe fs 5 the Santhi 5d. the 


5, an 35 People, a choſen Nation, 
of 'GOD, and the holy and beloved's with a Variety of Appel Let K 


metly uſed in of the Nation of the JEWS, which was the only N. 
GODS. Upon the Coming of the MESSIAH, ſack of the JEWISH 

their Privileges increaſed ; nnd ber edly Ba E dut the GEN Es 
own Wickedneſs or 3 could cut Br off from ſuch Honours and Advan- 


like Import, which abound in the APOSTOLIC EPHISTLES, were for- 
tion tree from l „and therefore the LORD was cheir GOD, wt the 
other NATIONS had choſen other GODS, which were 185 - 
T1ON, as refuſed to — and obey h N but theſe 

were continued to all ſuch J E WS as dee © RISTIANITY 

alſo, upon embracing CH RIS TITAN ſhared equally in theſe Titles, 
and in all the Privileges of . cople of GOD; ; and nothing but their 
rages See Nom. i. 6. 1 Cor. i. 2. 2 Cor. i. 1. Epb. i. 1. Philip. i. r. Col. i. 2. 


6. 


Y BTLEMN ON 


TEXT PARAPHRASE 


5 that the Communication of Requeſt to GO, chat your partaking in 
thy Faith may ben ind — the common Faith may not be in vain, 
but chat it may inſſuence your own Heart, 
and become evident to the World around 

NOTES. oh 

6. Od 1 ui + Tires os eye M &, lte raste dyabt & & du 
dle xeicd Ine. That the Contmunication 'of thy Faith may become effeftual by 
rhe Acknowledgment of every good Thing which is in you in 1827 Not 
only our ENG LISH, but all the literal TRANSLATIONS that T have 
ſeen, appear to be v rplexed. In order to make the Verſe as plain and eaſy 
as we can, we will confider the ſeveral Mons, and then join them; 

1 xerevia riseds , T he Communication of thy-Fainh 5 which is not to be un- 

derſtood of his communicating, or imparting, the CHRISTIAN FAITH to 


others, but of his 2 of it himſelf. Wien xaverie (or the Verb — 4 
omething' to others, tis uſed with a Dative Caſe after it, av: 


ſignifies pas 0 01 ſed v 

Ron. xii. 13. Gal. vi. 6. or with an Mecuſative Caſe with the Prepoſition et; be- 
fore it, as Rum xvi 26. 2 Cor. viii 4. Ix. 13. Philip. 1. 5. But when it ſig- 
nifies the pariaking or ſparing in any T hing in common with others (as it docs 
here) it has always a Genitivs Caſd after it, as 1 Cor. i. 9. Eph. iii. 9. Phil. ti. r. 
and 111. 10. To the ſame Pu are the followi Expreſſions, the common Sal- 
vation, Jude, ver. 3. and 


* 


cummon Faith; Titus i. 10. intimating, that all 


CHRISTIANS pantake of them. 80 St. PAUL (mentioning C I8 TI 


ANS in general) calls JESUS CHRIST both their LORD, and ours, 
1 Cor. i. 2. In this common LORD, common Salvation, and tommon Fuithb, 
PHILEMON had a Share as well as other CHRISTIANS. 

"Eregy15, Hectual.] One MSS. and feveral old VERSIONS, read irdpyne,: 
evident, which was probably the original Reading. Though it is not material 
which of the two Ways we read, as the Senſe of both comes to the ſame Thing; and 
as St. PAUL does elſewhere ſpeak of Faith which worker b by Love, Gal. 
v. 6. zn ein ar ai n = BE | Via 

Ey iavryroo{ Tas]; &yab3 , by the Acknowledoment every Thin 
which is in vou. Rede has here the Force” of — Nee cba ge 
tion, HIPIL, and does not fignify Knowledge, but to make knows ; 
dun I apprehend is put for ov, and ra]; ayed7, every good Thing, is to be un- 
derſtood of PHI LEMON's holy Principles, and vertuous and benevolent Piſ- 

ſitions. This internal Goodneſs in PHILEMON was to be made manifeſt 

y his holy Life and charitable Conduct; for the Way for Men to thow that they 
have Faith is by their Works, James ii. 18. Mat. v. i666. 

Els Nets Ins, In CHRIST JES US.] It ought (I think) rather to have 
been tranſlated, rowards CHRIST JESUS. GROTILUS. is, indeed, for 
having a Trajection of the Words (and two ſuch Inſtances we have already taken 
Notice of, in the Notes upon Verſes 4, and 5.) and hat in JESUS CHRIST, 
ought to be join'd with the Word Faith, in the beginning of the Verſe, which 
would then run thus, That your partaking of Faith in JESUS CHRIS I; 

« 4 W A 2 


PARAPHRASE TEXT 


you, by your exerting all thoſe; holy and ctual, ; by the acknowledg- 


good Principles and; Diſpoſitions which every good Thi 
bee you v9 ho Penna les ee 


85 JESUS CHRIST, the great oy and Conſolation in th 
or and Founder of that HO LY 42 2 Love becauſe the Bowels 


GION which you profeſs, and to the 9 the Saints are refreſhed 
| Spreading and 44 — of CHRIS TI- 8 
7. ANIT in the World: For tis no ſm all! 
Joy and Comfort to us in our preſent Con- WO ke 
nement, to hear of your great Love and 
Beneficence to the CHRISTIANS, and 
how much the Bowels of many of them 
are e by vou. BROTHER! 


1. NOTES. 


re ible Trajection ; nd notes that Senſe ex- 
preſs'd in the PARA HRASE, vis, towards JESUS CHRIST 3 or, 
that PHILEMON's Faith was to uce orks, in Imitation of, and 
Obedience to, the Lord JESUS CHRIST, and to the Praiſe and Glory of 
that great Founder of our HOLY RELIGION, who hath by his Doctrine 
repreſented an HOLY LIFE as the proper and enuine Conſequence of ſincere 
Repentance, unſeigned Faith and Love; has bound it upon us by his own Exam- 
ple and Commands, has declared it to de one of the mate le Terms of Ac- 
ceptance with GOD; nay, has purchaſed it at our Hands, 4 6 his great Love 
manifeſted in dying for us, and to whoſe Honour and _ the Virtue and 
Piety, Goodneſs and Charity, of his Diſciples do evidently redound. 

Having conſider d the ſeveral Expreſſions ſingly, Aden! of ſumming them up 
here, 1 refer, ou to the PARAPHRASE. 

J. ® The Bowels of the Saints are refreſp'd by you, Yrot ber.) If the COLOS- 
SIANS ws ſend the APOST a Preſent, in that his firſt Confinement at 
ROME, by the Hands of EPAPHRAS (as ſome have conjectured from what 
St, PAUL 1 faid, Coloſ i. 8. of EPAPHRAS's declaring unto bim their 
Love in the Spirit) tis probable that PHI LEMON might contribute largely 
thereto. Though, I confeſs, I do not believe that any ſuch Preſent was ſent, for 
St. PAUL uſed not to paſs over ſuch a Circumſtance, without the moſt expreſs 

Mention, and the moſt grateful Acknowledgment. 
One or two COMMENTATORS — quoted theſe two elegant Lines out 
of VIRGIL, to ſhew the Beauty of that Expreſſion, The Bowels of the Saints 


are refreſhed. 
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FT ER all this N ha-nomnowits n fle main Sub- 
ject of this Epiſiles whiich-wasy: to: requeſt PHILEMON 
wo take his Slave O NESIMUS':ineo his: Favour; Family, and 
„ again; though be bad vobbid nn end: nun a from 


-10t es voy oil ry 


18, chac be had converted 


The main Argument which he 


urges, 
ONESIMUS to the CHRISTIAN RELIGION, and chere- 


fore he would prove en Sort al a Servant than. he had fap- 
merly been, 17 101 f im V117&19 07 Yb! 97 3! 
Such ſoftneſs of Expeetiion, warmth of Affection, 4 * 


gance of Addreſs, are _ FTP © uſe * as are very beautiful * 


uncommon. 


GA 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE 
WIS 4 * S berchet yau are already ſo very 


rome — benevolent towards all 


cunts , i 558 great LORD and 

5 . bd MASTER Io I will nor make uſe of my 

ao oA lo ne T zu nes Tarae Ae . Larne . 
i Bore od nanw bit Of 21% it HOOK 2990 


T : l 2 ＋ 199 844 244 
13 | 0% 1097 16749 {> I8; 2 1 * 0 ＋ 256 
9 1 3 - we 


8. „ erer they 517 might 0 much bald in CHRIST, Se.] How 
b does St. PA t Fe, 8 which he would not make 
uſe of. u on op 8 170 an ne Method be inti 7 71 that he was 
OLD O18 NED APOSTLE; that he had re 
ccived 9 1 the VA 'ESUS, CHRIST to FIDEL . ind 
to revenge all Diſobedience : But though he could have back d his A uments 
with Authority, yet he gracefully lets PHIL EMON fee, that he'll drop that 


more harſh way of Addreſs, and EIN make uſe of only R Admonitions or 


Intreaties. H6w uniformly does the APOS TL E kee to the Character 
which he had aſſumcd, ver, 1. when he ſtiled bimſelf a Pri ſcher It was not 

a Priſoner to aſſume Authority and to uſe a TE Stile, how well ſdever 
it * have become an A GED Nr Wo 2 
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18 MENU N 


p AR AP HR ASE TEXT. 


| have received from the Lord JESUS yet for Love's ſake I rather g 
. CHRIST, and could make -uſe of, if I belccch thee, being ſuch — 
pleaſed) to preſcribe to you what is fit | 
9. and proper; but out of a particular Aſſe- 
ction for you, I chuſe rather to apply to 
your benevolent Te and to intreat 


you as a Friend; and that not only by that 

Regard which you have for the CHR 
S TIANs in general, but more eſpecial- Qi I M lers 8.47192 ö 
ly by the Affection which you have for- mid 


merly expreſſed towards me PAUL in | | 
particular: And when you conſider - my Menno 
-Circumſtances (I am ſatisfyd) you will 
be the more ready to gratify *me ; for tie 
br BE PIHA 10 dirs nota: io 12:70) 


3. 00 53149 8 1 * bb. If 
NOTES. | 


9. © Being ſuch a- one as PAUL, the Aged, and now alſo a Priſoner of © 
ESUS CHRIS T. I *. Confider with thy ſelf who tis that begs this 
avour, tis PAUL, a e that once ſdunded-pleaſant in your Ears, and a 
Perſon highly in your Favour ; that 2 APOS T LE ofthe GENTILES, 
that has travelled by Sea and Land, and th numberleſs Diſcouragements and 
hard Treatment from an ungrateful and wicked World, and all for his Attempts 
to make them wiſe nl 90s to whom you and yours. (as well as many Thou- 
londe) owe their very and whoſe very Name may curry the Force 0a pow- 
ES.” on EE oe i 8 | 
PAUL tbe AGED.] St. PA UE was above thirty Years of Age when he 
was converted, he muſt now have been about fixty. He had, when he wrote this. 
Epiſtle, labour'd about twenty eight Years in ſpreading the everlaſting GOSPEL, 
firſt as a PROPHET, and then as ay APOSTLE; and what from the Fee- 
bleneſs of his Conſtitution, his Anxiety and Care for all the CHURCHES; 
his. Fatigues in Travelling; the Hunger, and Cold, and Nakedneſe, and Buffet- 
ings; the Bruiſes, Aches, and Sores, ol his being impriſon'd, ſcourg d, beaten, and 
ſton d, he might well be accounted an old Man at fixty : Having obtain 'd remark- 
able Help from G. O P, he continued till this Time ; but (confidering al Things) 
'twas a Wonder that he was now alive! How. mqving is the Argument, couch 
in this and the following Words ? 4. d. Confider your Petitioner, not only as 
PAUL, but as PAUL the AGED; as one that has ſpent a great Part of his 
Life in the Cauſe of GOD and RELIGION, and has tre much to promote 
Truth and Virtue among Men; and, as one now grown old in the. Seryicc of my 
| great LORD and MASTER! St | 
23 He could not ſo emphatically call himſelf an ELDER. before, becauſe he was 
1 not converted to CHRISTIANITY till ſome Time after our Lord's Aſcen- 
fol | hon, like one born out of due Time : But now that he had been almoſt thirty Y ears. 
| 


engaged 


PA IL EM 0 N. 
TEXT PARAPHRASE 


| 2 not only your Friend PAUL that makes 
and ner alſo a Yee of this Requeſt, but tis your aged Friend, 
10 JESUS CHRIST. 1 * 3 * 
ſorch thee for my Son under the Burden and Infirmities of 
ONESIMUS, whom 1 old Age is alſo in Confinement and Bonds, 
| . hare and that for the Sake of the Lord JESUS 
* _ CHRIST, and 0 the Account of 
Propagating that holy and excellent Reli⸗ 
Sion, in which I had che Pleaſure of initi- 
4 + +94 ting and inftrufting you, and which (1 
no) you heartily credit, and carefully 
pPfractiſe. And my Requeſt at preſent 1s 
for ONESIMUS, my Son in the 
CHRISTIAN FAITH; for I have 
H ni bein e. 378 | | cone 
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l 


angaged, in_the glorious Work of ing Men wiſe and good, he afſumes the 
Title of an ELDER, or AGED- CHRISTIAN. Age is honourable, and 

the Aged may command as FATHERS, and need not intreat as CHILDREN. 
| es, the Decays and Infirmities of OLD A G E claim the Compaſſion of 
Mankind, and ought to make Men ready to gratify them in any reaſonable Requeſt, 
But though OLD AGE is honourable, Eprrally > ſo Good and ſo Great a 
Man; and the Infirmitics of A G E call for Pity a on; yet he has ſtill 
more to add to melt the Heart of PHIEEMON, . e. This good, this vene- 
rable old Man, was labouring at once under the Decays of Nature, and the Hard- 
ſhips of Chains and Confinement. And, for what was he apprehended and con- 
fined ? Not for any Crime or Wickedneſs, but merely out vy and Prejudice, 
and becauſe of his uncommon Goodneſs ; and the Perſon, for whoſe ſake he was 
now under Confinement, was none other than the Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
Every Word carries in it the Force of an Argument; PHI LEMON's Love to 
the Perſon of PAUL, his Regard for his Authority, his Reverence for his old 
Age, his Compaſſion for his Infirmities and Bonds, and his Love and Subjection 
to the Lord JESUS CHRIST, are all comprehended in this one ſhort Sen- 
tence. Sure, ſuch a Conjunction of moſt affecting Arguments laid ſo cloſely toge- 
ther, muſt draw Tears into PHIL EM ON's Eyes, and force him to lay down the 
Letter, and give a vent to the Fulneſs of his Heart, before he could read any further, 
If the APOSTLE's Friends had forſaken him, after he had ſpent,” and was 
ſpent, for their fakes; if his great Lord and Maſter had been lighted ; and a 
profeſſed CHRISTIAN, and an old Friend, had been implacablez and all this 
ad come upon him in his old Age, and in his Chains and nement, it might 
5 nigh to have broke the Heart of the great APOS T LE, and good 

old Man. 

10, *' ONESIMUS.] He would not ſo much as mention ONESIM US's 
Name, till he had duly prepared the 3 8 of PHILEMON for it; and Pa 
. 718 2 . N e 


10. 


7 H ILLENM N | 


PA R 4 HR 4 8E NEXT. 


1. converted him in my Cdfifinement.: He bay begotten in y Bonds : 
was ue iy an rar IgE ann of . Fon 
5118 iu 71 121yourdy | n 


r He, wire wt 9913 os 

A bas nc αον ai oe zi SA bl 1 modw 124 140 
U oeh OTE: Sino ova 
ke * e . %s * 


by, adding SLAVE, THIEF, and RUN- 
AWAT ; but he's called the AP chuine SON in the Faith, his. 
Heat a Wei | 4d Pats LEMON% -BRDTHER CHRISTIAN. 


He mentions him, 2 bare Name * —— PHILEMON 
— as hoping that * all * Circumſtances, he 1 


SEES: 


FR im ro 25 might a to be worthy 
ah ehen Fr Euch 5 ee ONE ” 
2 called the APOSCT E Ee Son, 1. e. Converſion, as CON V ER- 
$LON i felt is; called REGENERATION; and, 4 being born again by. 
de and by the Spirit and 1 GOD. In this beautiful Manner is the 
cat Change, from a wicked, to a ſpiritual _ holy Life, repreſented in H O- 
XI SCRIPTURE. r t the ſame Man he was before, 
but another, a new Man; as if he had di E born a ſecond Tune, or 
wholly made a-new.,. | woly 1 
bom ¶ have 570 in pod This was. a particular Indearment at 
ONESIMUS to the AÞOS was the Son of his old. Age mote 
Child of his Sorrows and Aiflictions; and therefore he might be pon; 
PONDS de 82 = 5 Scher. it. TER) a freſh Occaſion to m nn 
e Senſe emembrance of w he was willing to am 
ly upon the Mind ef PHILEMON. 77 
As we have. confider's the, different IN T R ODVCTIONS to. bis K PI- 
$TLES, which arc remarkably ſuitable to the State and Circumſtances of the 
ſeveral CHURCHES. (See Note *,. ver, 2.) we here propoſe, in the ſame Man- 
ner, to confider that Propricty which is s obſeryable in the = which the A-PO- 
$TLE makes of his BON DS. and IMPRISONMEN T. When he took 
his final and ſolemn Leave of the ELDERS be EPHESUS, among whom 
be foreſaw that falſe; Prophets and . wicked, Men Ls ariſe to peryett the 
CHRISTIANS, he 8 the BGN DS and Afflictions that were likely 
to beſal him where: ever he went, Acts xx. in order to affect their Heart, 
and to keep them ſteady to the Doctrine n he had taught them. 
In his Apology for himſelf, and for CH RI STIA ITY. before King 
AGRIPPA, ew handſancly, and in what an affecting Manner, does he men- 
tion his BON DS,? AA xxvi. 29. wiſhin Jad. b that "of only the 
K I'N G, but all there preſent, were not but altogether, ſuch as he 
himſelf, except the Mikey and Diſgrace of = BONDS, DEV, his. Hands. 
were then chain'd ! W roof. of his great — to. Mankind ; as. 
his ſuffering in Chains, and — 3 ſuch Confincment,, were plain _Proots of his In- 
de 
Ih the fame View did he mention his CONFINEMENT, to the 
i JEWS. at ROME, Ads xxviii. 17. 
1 | And in the Epiſtles which he wrote to ſevcrat CHRISTIAN CHURCHES, 
1 . de frequently took, notice of his Sufferings 3 and had. the Skull and Addrcſs. to. 


DDL E 0X. 


1X2 x NAT NANA 


* 


make even his Afſtictions an Niere our 1 the Puerto the Gf 
AT te Good of e remarkable Inſtance of which is, 2 Cor 
xi. 28, Ce. and am „he takes notice, that he bad 


been Ar mare fraſuenry e was before nn wg Ya 
a is Epities wrom: during this Cee 6 hardly 
tles wrote urin 1 Dr ome 10 
tion of — ; though — in an obli 2 5 G maar Text. 
„ iii. 1. 5 PAUL, the ISONE "of CAKIST for you Gemtiles. 
B. iv. I. 1 therefore the PRESONER — r beſeech yen, Rc. 


25 


DOR #27 BONDS 1. e. for 5 Were wt rec 
into the CHURCH withou becoming PROSELY TES RI 
TEOUSNESS, As xxi. 27,28. 

When he wrote his Epiſtle to thei generous and aſfectionate PRALIPPLANG 
he does, indeed, once and again n his B ASS but tis always in ſuch. 2 
Manner as tended rather to comfort, than to m gt or grieve them. Phil. i. 
he mentions his BONDS to inbanſt the "Kind which the PHILIPPE 
ANS had ſhown him; as a Kindneſs in a Time of Diſtreſs 2 
Phil. i. 13, 14. he mentions his BON Dagan; but it 


Service they had been towards the promoting the at e N Ir 1 


at ROM And, ver. 16. he mentions his BONDS again, to infinuate how 
kind and enerous their Conduct had been ae —_— compared with the 
Conduct of ſome other proſeſſed CHRIS PLA S. 
But he never defires, the PHIL IPPIANS 70 2 his BONDI — 
* Jook in writing to ſame un Sen 2 area 
generous, and T6 compaſſionate, as . he Ne al — or fly an Tring 85 
Wend 85 like exciting chem to any fur 


55 vi. 20. For making known the e of 59x by Goſpel Tai an N K 
: — anti 


21 


gr ſing to the COLOSSTANS, vs % kenya” tag e Think) 380 "SEP 
had been led afide by the JUDAIZING DUCERE: Fes oh * 
Col. iv. 3. that he Us in BON DS ſor n the GOSPEL _ the E 


TILE vat o'r 18. he bids them remember ht BONDS; 

wine with me, Pra 15 JL Stand faſt in that Liberty which I Wie yy 
«' for you even utito BUN DS, and canfider my Suffering as {ach Prooks of mg 
«"'Sincerity, as the 70 2 les, who ſeduce you, cay't appeal to. 

In this Hort Epiſtle ro PHIL.EMON, he "mentions ks BONDS und 1M. 
PRISONME V vo 1cſs than five Times, thar be might Attest the Heart of 
PHIL'EMON, and melt him to a Compliance: 

the HEBREW CHRISTIANS, were in ſuch, imminent, Danger of 
APOSTASY, he puts them in mind of his former BONDS, and of their: 
then fym athizin * him; in order to preſerve them ſtedfaſt to what they had. 
once pro . X. 34. And to move the EPHESI ANS te adhere to him, 
and 3 N of edſlter * mentions his B ON DS and IMPRISON- 
MEN T, 2 Tim. i. 8. and ii, 9. as he had done formerly to. their EEDERS, 
when he * his Leave of * at MILET US. In all. which * the Man- 
= of his mentioning his BONDS or Canfinement,. 1s retnarkab 1 w uſt and 

r. Another Proof that St. PAUL was a Man of great Sagacity and Exattnch, 

DEN no deluded Vionary ] As the Suffgrings Nee dere n 1. 
kis Veracity, % LT Y Aae at ot Fro 


== 
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PARAPHRASE: TEXT. 


yours; but ſince he's become a CHRI- now profitable to thee and 
87 IAN, he has ſeen his Folly, and has ſo dog's — rt _ __ 
behav'd himſelf for ſome. Time paſt, as to ceive him that is mine own 
do me a great deal of Service; and I do Bowels. Whom' 1 would r3 
not in the leaſt doubt, but that he will be © © have 
ſo faithful and diligent as to pleaſe and ſa- 
tisfy you .alſo, if ever he be admitted into 
12, your Houſe and Favour again. As I have 
Lane .him with me oſs Cough to have 
had ſufficient Proofs of his Repentance, I 
have fent him back- to you, and this Let- 
ter along with him, to beg of you to re- 
ceive him with as hearty a Welcome, as 
you would your ſincerely affectionate and 
2 Friend, PAUL. I would not, 


* 
* 


Ins 

11. * Bar mow Profitable to thee and me.) How quickly, and in what 
2 does he paſs over the mention of ONE SIM USV Faults, that 
PHILEKMON might not dwell upon them, till he was incenſed at the Re- 
membrance ! But he takes care to repeat the affectionate and honourable men- 

 _ _ tion of him, and inſiſts very particularly upon his Repentance and Reformation : 

Col. iv. 9. He was now a better Man, would be a better Servant, would wrong his Maſter no 
more, nor run away any more. If PHIL EMON had had a Regard to no- 
thing elſe, Self-Intereſt would have inclin'd him to attend to ſuch Arguments. 
1 The apy does not directly take notice of it; but it certainly was a ſtrong 
Proof of ON ESLMUS's Repentance, that he return'd to his Maſter again, not in 

Chains, or in the Cuſtody of Soldiers or Officers of Juſtice ; but voluntarily, and 

drawn only by the Cords of Love, and in the Bonds of the Goſpel ; even though 

it was in his Maſter's Power to have put him to Death for a Fugitive. 

12. © Receive him, that is "mine 'own Bowels.) SCIPIO GENTILIS 
has endeavoured to ſhew, that this 15 has ſeveral of the Beauties which ſhine 
in DEMOSTHENES and TULLY, and which the Criticks, ARIS TO- 
TLE and LONGINUS, have admired and celebrated in the antient 
POETS and ORATORS. lt this Obſervation be found to be juſt, we may 
ſuppoſe that they flow'd from St. P A U L's real Concern, and hearty Affection; 
$ whereas the others work'd themſelves up to Warmth in many Caſes, where they 
* had no real or any great Concern ; and, there is ſomething in natural Affection, 
A which 'tis hard for any Art to imtate. Or, may we ſuppoſe PHILEMON 
bf (as he ſeems to have been a Perſon of Diſtinction) to have been a Man of Letters ; 


/ 


| | and that the APOSTLE (who had, perhaps, been bred up in the Schools of 
| TARSUS, before he ſat at the Feet of GAMALIEL, and who appears to 
| 


have been well read in the GREEK POETS) might fo tar become all Thinss 
70 


P HI'L'E'M ON 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE 


Have retained with me, that indeed, have ſent him at all, but have re- 
in.thy ſtead_ he might bate coin him. hefe at ROME ane i de 
24 Bonds of the Goſvel. But ſtead of you and other CHRISTIANS, 
without thy Mind. would he might have aſſiſted me in ſpreading the 

b I EVERLASTING GOSPEL, whilſt 1 
am under my preſent Conſinement. But 


* as. his Service is due to you, I did not 


23 


14. 


know 


N O5 ES. 8 be * „ 
to all Alen, as towards the learned to behave like a Man of Learning, though: 


the rude and unlearnd he laid afide all Excellence 0 b, as well as> 


the ſublimer Doctrines of CHRISTIANITY, and fed them with M, 


i. e. with the greateſt Plainneſs and Simplicity both of Speech and Doctrine :. e. 


this Purpoſe compare the following Texts, 1 Cor. ii. 1,4. and iii. I, &, 3. and: 


2 Cor, ix. 19— 23 


Aline own Borvels. | Or. a8 4 Son ing out of my own Bowels, as a Piece 
of my ſelf, as Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh ; which he e _ 


ver. 19. As my ſelf; or, as IF, There's that in CHRISTIAN 
that 10 far l Ab all Diſtinio | 
for ſo they are in the Favour of G O D, and in the Account of RELIGION. 
A SLAVE, upon r virtuous and: good Man, is the Friend, the Bro- 
ther, the Soul, the Heart, the Bowels, nay, the very Self of the great A PO- 
STLE of the GEN TILES. | This is a virtuous and religious Brothorbood ood, 
which has a different Foundation from the temporal and common 'Diſtinftions' of 
Mankind. 1 | 

How 
aſide his APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY, and intreats PHIL E- 
MON as a Friend ; be now humbles himſelf to a Level with ONESIMUS, 
to exalt ON ESIMU S's Character, and to intimate the Dignity of the Perſon 


for whom he was D | & 19 | 9 ef | 
With what Ardency and Sincerity does he ſerve his Friend, and ſo ſtrenuouſly 


ead his Caufe, as one that would take no Denial, adding Motive to Motive, 


though in the moſt conciſe and elegant Manner ; 

13. * That in rr. &c. ] St. BAUL hints once and again, as if he 
thought it the Duty of all CHRISTIAN Sto. miniſter unto him in Tempo 
rals-or Spirituals, according to their feyeral Abilities, or ſome way to- aſſiſt him; 


whilſt he was concern'd in ſpreading the EVERLASTING GOSPEL. 


1. Cor. xvi. 17. Phil th: 30. Se Note ©, ver. 1. 
14. But <eirhous thy Mind, or Conſent, <vould, I do nothing.] We may bere 
obſerve, what runs throagh the whole Scheme of the CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE, ws. That CHRISTIANIT alters nothing in Mens civil « 
Duties or Privileges ; 'tis no ſuch levelling Doctrine, as to confound the Diſtin- 
Qions of Mankind, to rob them of their juſt Rights and Privileges, or- to-ablolve - 
them from any Part of their Duty. PHIL E MON: was his rightful Maſter, aud 
QNESIMUS his Slave ſtill; the Right of the-onc; and the Duty of the other 


Wass 


nctions, as to ſet equally good Men upon a Level ;. 


eful is St. P AUL's Manner of Condeſcenfion ! He bad before laid 
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15. 


PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


know how you micht haue taken it, if 1 do nothing; that thy Bene- 
died: Kar] dif ie, and I-was unwilling My Nel bor wiltingdy. 
co run che Hazard of e p you; for Toer . perhaps he thereſovo'rs 
I would g have ALL the GOOD departed for a Seaſon, chat 
Which you do to be unconſtrain d, and thou 
Matter of free Choice, and particularly 
the Favour which you ſhew to O NESI- 
MUS. I can't wholly excuſe the Manner 
in which he left you; but this I can ſay, 
That by the Favour of a kind Providence, 


eee from you hae proves 8 


aok 


£ % 
Menn IST 12), bas 


+ < * 


oy 7 TH | 1 C f 2 6 3 2811 | | N "Th. 
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2 cincelld by ONESIMUS's Converfion. A J E W was to. continue: wo 


obſerve the IEK WIS H. Law, as his Civil or National Law, and a ROMAN 
the RO 1 Law z tho CHRISTIANITY was to both of them the 
Method of Juſtification before GOD. A Bondman was. ſtill a Bondman, 
a Freeman ſtill free, The .APOST LE would not keep PHLILEMON's 
Slave fta him, even now he was a, CHRISTIAN, nor could ON E$1- 
MU $ upon that Account claim his Freedom; though if his Maſter would have 
been ſo kind as 4 have granted him his Freedom, his CHRISTIANITY 
would not in the leaſt, bays debart d O NE SIM US om accepting of it. See to 
this-purpoſe, Luke xii. 13, 14. Ram. x1u, 1, Wc, Eph, vi. i=—9, Cal. iii. 18. 
iv. 1. 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. 77t. Ii. 9, 10. 1 Pet. ii. 15—18. 1 Pet. iii. 1. And, 
indeed, nothing could have tended more to the Prejudice of CHRISTIANI- 
TY, nor made Men more ready to ſuſpect; the A POS T LES of ſome finiſter 
Defign, than if they had abſolved Seryants from their Duty to their Maſters, or 
Subjects from their Dont dar Sovereign ; ot, on the other band, ty d Men 
— to Slavery, or robb'd them of any of their juſt Liberties, Poſ or 

rivileges; $0754 4 ir WY | of 

Not of Neceſſity, but willingly.}, The Doctrine and Practice of forcing Men 
to be «YN / ee or Keproachs, and hard Cenſures, was di agree- 
able to PAUL, the CHRISTIAN, and the APOSTLE, how well ſoever 
it might be approved of by SA UL the blind and zealous Phariſee. CH RI- 
STIANILTY,, where tis heartily embraced, not only informs: the Judgment, 
but ſweetens the Temper, and tends much to render Men more placid and be- 
| ao others in their Behaviour, as well as more candid and charitable in their 


ni 
Judging. | TIT . 

15. * For perhaps he therefore departed for a Seaſon, that thou ſbouldſt receive 
him for ever.] As the Event had been ſo happy, he here aſeribes 4 to the 
PROVIDENCE of GOD. GOD, in his WISE PROVIDENCE 
had fent ONESIMUS to ROME to be made a CHRISTIAN 
and a better Man, that he might be an Inſtance of the Power that CHRIST I- 
ANITY has to make the worlt of Men virtuous and uſctul, and that he might 

cer 


mini 


Z 


Y HNLE MON 
TRT T FSURASELSSES 


thou ſhouldſt receive him the happy Occaſion of making him a bet- 
16 for — — og 4 ter Man, and of his returning to you!" for 
: 41 +» + vant, Life, to be more faithful and ſerviceable 
Ads than ever. I Would therefore, ho he 
is a CHRISTIAN, haye you look upon 

im no longer as a Slave, but as one above 
Nora ba ne 


} 
A £ 


9 4 5 


o 
N 
: 1 1 


miniſter to, and comfort the APOSTLE, in his Confinement ; and finally, re- 


turn to his Maſter a better Servant than ever. 

Ir was the LOR D's Doings, and mot Man's, and therefore PHILEMON 
could not be angry, unleſs he had a mind to quarrel with the PROVIDENCE 
of GOD. Thus JOSEPH aſcribes his going into EGYPT to the DI- 
VINE PROVIDENCE, though it had been occafion'd by the Malice and 
Treachery of his BRETHREN, Gen. xlv. 5. Now therefore be not ye grieved 
(fays he) nor angry with your ſelues, that ye ſold me hither ; for G QD did ſend 
me before you to preſerve Life. x 10 

The PROVIDENCE of GOD does often bring Good out of Evil, 
though Men ought not therefore to do Evil that Good may come. 

But, beſides the APOSTLE's aſcribing this Event to PROVIDENCE, 
his tender manner of expreſſing it deſerves to be taken notice of, dx a, perhaps, 
as if he had ſcarcely been ſure whether ON ESIM US had fraudulently left hi 
Mafter or no. *Eyweldn, be was [afar ated, or, he departed ; he does not ſay, be 
run away, or abſconded like a Criminal, but, perhaps he departed, Tels err, 
for an Hour; for ſo ſhort a Space that one can hardly deem him, Fugitive ; 

be return d voluntarily, and fo much improv d. 


eſpecially, as 
oy . 2 for ever.] Here is one Inſtance where the Phraſe, for ever, muſt 


ſtand for a finite, or an indefinite Duration; as indeed the SCRIPTURE em- 
monly uſes Words in a popular Senſe, though it will not hence follow that they 


are always ſo uſed. ; 1 
Some fancy that St. PAUL (is had his Head full of JEWISH. Learnin 
does here refer to the Caſe of the Hebrew Servant, Exod. xxi. 2, 6. Who might 
have had his Liberty in the ſeventh Year, if he had fo pleaſed 3 but if he choſe 
to continue with his Maſter, he was to have his Ear bored through unto the Door- 
poſt, and ſo was bound to ſerve for ever z which for ever is thought to have laſted 
only to the Year of JUBILEE, if he had fo long liv'd, Lev. 8 N 0, Ar. 
But perhaps, as he was writing to a GEN TILE Maſter about a GENTILE 
Servart, he might rather have his Eye upon the Caſe of the GENTILE Ser- 
vants bought by the I8RAELIT ES, which were to be as an Inheritance 
to deſcend to their Children after them, and to be their Bond- men for ever, 

which could only be for the Life of the Slave, at the furtheſt. N 

16. * Not now as a Servant, but above a Servant, &c.] Aixer, we render it 
a Servant, but it more properly were render d a Slave, for ſuch their Se: 
were, whether born in their Houſe, or bought wich their Money» They did not 
receive Wages, nor had they a Power of hiring themſelves to other Maſcers ; no, 


the look'd as of their Maſter's Goods and Poſſeſſiuns; and cc 
y were upon as part 5 ee 


* 
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P AR AP HR AS E. TEXT. 


a Slave, as a CHRISTIAN BRO- vant, a Brother beloved, 
THER, very much in my Favour, and ©{pecially. to me; but bow | 
FR ey ©, | much more unto thee, both 
(one may reaſonably preſume) much more in che Fleſh, and in the 
in your Favour, as he was originally a LORD? If thou count me 17 
GENTILE as well as you, and one f there- 
your own Domefticks, that will for 'the 
future be a faithful and affectionate Ser- 
vant, as well as a Brother CHRI- 
17. $STIAN. If therefore you ever had 
any 
| NOTES. 
Kdtring the great Power that Maſters in the Rowan Empire had over their Slaves, 
which extended even to the 7 5 of their Lives, no wonder the AP O- 
8ST LE pleads ſo heartily for ONESIMUS. How far tis lawful or unlawful 
for Men to buy or fell Men, or make them Slaves, CHRISTIANITY de- 
Rom. xiii. cides not, any more than it decided how far the uſurped: Power of the CASARS 
(und e d 7 1 NERO] Vas lawful. I it was beſore unjuſt 
and unrcaſonable to make Men Slaves, CH RISTTANIT X does not -recom- 
mend it, nor tie Slaves down from retrieving their got Libertics and Privileges. 
If it was a Thing juſt and right in it ſelf, CHRISTIANITY does not con- 
demn'it ; but as to civil Rights or Duties, in green, it leaves Men juſt where it 
found them, and binds them only as to RELIGION, or in Matters between 
G0 and their own Conſcietice. For this Reaſon it was, that when one would. 
have had d to have divided an Eſtate between him and his Brother (as think- 
ing, perhaps, that our *LOR D's Juſtice and Authority would do bim right) 
115 U'S „ad anto him, Nan, uo made me 4 Fudge, or a Divider over you ? 
Tue xii. 13, 14. To which purpoſe he declared more 1 before PI- 
LAT E, Thar his Kingdom "vas not of this World. See Note , ver. 14, | 
Above a Servant, a Brother beloved, &c.] How far the APOS T LE might 
here deſign to intimate, that PHILEMON would do well to grant ON ESI. 
M Us his Freedom, I know not. Some have laid mote ſtreſs upon this than it 
appears to me to have. However, I have ſhewn above, that St. PAUL, by re- 
commending him as above 4 Servant, and as Brother, can't be underſtood to 
have claimed his Freedom as a Matter of Right; he therefore could only recom- 
mend him as a CHRISTIAN BROTHER. GOD has mad? of one- Blood. 
all Nations 7 that dwell upon the Face of the Earth; and CHRISTI- 
ANS are Hkewiſe all united in CHRIST FESUS, their common Head and 
LORD. In this religious Brotherhood there's neither J EW nor GEN TILE, 
Male nor Female, Bond nor Free; no Difference put between one Perſon and 
another, but if equally Holy,” they are equally acceptable in the Sight of G0 D. 
Marr. xxiii. 8. The meaneſt Slave has a Soul to be ſaved, and the meaneſt 
CHRISTIAN ought to be regarded as a Brother, as well as CHRIST I- 
"A NS in ſuperior Stations of Life; 1 Tim. vi. 2. a | 
I. Y Bigk bus Byers kotwydy, mreggacacs airy ws ei. Tf thou count me therefore 
a Partner, reti ue him ar my felf.] This is CHRISTIAN: FRIEND. 
82 Ot N 8 HIP, 
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Fa T 4 | | |; * . * IN IEC 1 7 Sm 
ib him ag my ll, he atk ow dr as your! Friend, (end, DRIER 
ugh put that on mine Friends all Things hould be common) of 
ry Account, 1 PAUL have as your ©CHRISTTAN' Brother, and 
written it with „ Fellow -Eabourer in ſpreading the Goſpel, 
and the Meſſenger of G OD to your Soul 
in particular; gratify me in this Inſtance, - 
and receive ONESIMUS with the ſame 
Chearfulneſs and Affection, with which 
ou would receive me, if I were to come in 
erſon to COLOSSE, Of whatſoever 18. 
he has wrong'd you, or how much ſoever 
| he's indebted to you, place that to my Ae- 
CTount; I here give you my Promiſe, 19. 
2 fign'd with mine own Hand, that I will 
A en ee "5 _ | 
NOTES. 


SHIP, which is the warmeſt, fincereſt, and moſt durable Fri ip! But not 
ſuch a contracted Priendfhip between two Perſons, as is inconfiſtent with Benevo- 
dente e ly bas the CHRISTIAN RELIGION boen repreſomed as 
How unjuſtly t Tr | n re as 
deſective, in —5 where recommending this Human Virtue l When tis the very 
Temper and Spirit of a true CHRISTIAN, to be a FRIEND to MAN. , 
KIND: as the great Author of this holy and benevolent RELIGION was Ul 
moſt eminently ! | N | |. 
18. 2 * hath wrong'd thee, or onweth tbes ought R that on mine A. 
count.) Here's another Argument taken from PHI EMON's Intereſt. He 
had before intimated, that ONESIMUS would be a better Servant chan ever |. 
now he promiſes to make up all Lofles whatever that PHIL EMON' had ſu- f 
ſtain'd by ONESIMUS. A large Promiſe ! And a plain intimating the CHR I- 1 
STIAN Doctrine of Reſtitution, where tis in our Power, and the Perſon 1 
wrong'd has not voluntarily given up his Claim. The ſoſt Manner of expreſſing | 
it, is here again remarkable, /f he have done you any wrong, as if he had not been 
quite ſure of it, whether he had, or no; done you any wrong, not, if be haue 
robb'd you, or ſtole an Thing from Par And then again, we may compare the 
Circumſtances of St. PAUL and PHILEMON at this Time ; the APO. 
ST LE was now Cw Priſoner, PHILEMON at liberty, and, probably, 
Maſter of a plentiful Eftate, who was much likelier to have beſtowed ſomething 
upon the APOSTLE, than to have taken any Thing from him. But St. 
PA UL would leave no Rub in his way. P 
19. * I PAUL have written it with mine own Hand.] The APOSTLE 
commonly dictated, and another Perſon wrote down what he ſaid, Rom. xvi. 22. 
but he wrote all this Letter with his o_ Hand, not only to engage —_ 
| 2 ake 
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PARAPHRASE TEXT: 


repay it: Though I won't ſay, that (if we Hand, I will repay it: Ab 
ſhould come to balance Accounts I. have a 1 vor by wo ther, l 
> more than paid you already, in that I was even thine own {elf beſides. 


the Means of bringin ou into the Way Yea, Brother, let me have 20 
to eternal Ow > to J converted Joy of thee in the 8 * 
you to the CHRISTIAN Religion. 8 
20, Let me, MY DEAR CHRISTIAN 
BROTHER, * fee this Fruit of your 


| 1 
| p NOTES. 
make up the Loſs,” but to let PHILEMON ſee how much he had intereſted 
himſelf in the Affair. 38 | | 
» d Albeit, I don't ſay unto thee how thou oweſt unto me even thine own ſelf be- 
fides.) He had directly promiſed to make up P HEL EMON's Loſſes, if he in- 
ſiſted upon it; but he only infinuates obliquely his own Claims upon P HI LE- 
MON.. How great an Obligation has he expreſs'd in a few Words ? He had 
reſcu'd PHIL EMON from Slavery and Bondage to Sin and Satan, and brought 
Rom. xv. him into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of GOD, making him the Lord's Free- 
z7. man; and therefore not only his Poſſeſſions, but PHIL EMON himſelf, was 
in ſome ſort the APOSTLE's. All that he defired in return for fo mi ty a 
Favour, was only ON ESI M US's Forgiveneſs and kind Reception; and though 
he could have brought in P HIL EMON Debtor upon balancing Accounts, yet 
he would throw up all his own juſt Claims, yea, and make up the Loſſes too 
which PHIL EMON. had ſuſtain'd in this Gale. rather than ONESIMUS 
Mould not be kindly received. 

20. © Brother.] 80 he had called P HEL EMON, ver. 7. an! ONE SIM Us, 
ver. 16. as alſo, Col. iv. 9. and ſo he calls PHIL EMON here again; to inti- 
mate not only his great Love and Affection for them, but that he looked upon 
them as his BROTHER CHRISTIANS, though they had formerly been 
idolatrous GEN TILES (as much as TIMOT HT, who was a circumciſed 
few, and whom he alſo calls Zrorher,, ver. 1.) Hereby St. PAUL ſhew'd his 

iſlike of the Narrowneſs and Bigotry of the unbelieving J EWS, and J U- 
DAIZING CHRISTIANS, who could not bear that any of the GEN- 
_ TILES Should be looked upon as Brethren, without their firſt becoming Proſe- 
tes of. Rü FIT AP | 
As St. PAUL diſdain'd not to call ONESIMUS his BROTHER, 
PHIL EMON. could not take it amiſs that he ſhould be called his Brother al- 
. ſoz. even though he had formerly been, and ſtill was his Slave. And if it be con- 
ider d that there were at that Time ſome JUDAIZING. CHRISTIANS 
at COLOSSE, who were tinctur'd with JEWISH Sentiments, and deceived 
by the pretended Purity of the ESSEN-E'S in particular; this Appellation of 
Brother will appear the more juſt and emphatical,, when given to. Converts from 
among the [DOLATROUS GENTILES. | 
% 'Oraiplin &4 76 Kveiw' Let me have Joy of thee in the Lord.) This ought to 
: have been tranſlated, Let me have Fruit of thee in the Lord! 1. e. let me ſee 
2 | | | you 


8 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE.. 


Refreſh my Bowels in the Religion, viz. that you are of a placable 
Caving Confidence and forgiving Spirit;  ONESIMUS's 
. ea. 22 £ * 

unto thee, knowing that kind Reception is all the Reward which I 
thou wilt alſo do more than aſk of you, for the Pains which I took in 

I fay. converting you to CHRISTIANITY; * 
— and Th affure you, it will be a fingular 
Pleaſure to me: I beg it alſo for the ſake 
of the Lord JESUS CHRIST; and 

when 1 plead in his Name, you can't (cer- 
, tainly) deny me any reaſonable Requeſt. 

But why do I beg ſo earneſtly, or expreſs 23, 

my ſelf ſo dubiouſly ? I was fatisfy'd that 
I ſhould ſucceed, before I ſat down to write; 
and I make no_ queſtion, but that you'll 
_ readily comply, though it were to do more 
than I have requeſted. - 


FO) Nie F 
JEF2 1 NOTES. | 


you do this 1 and kind Action, as the Fruit and Effect of your embracing 
the CHRISTIAN RELIGION. Tis much more probable that he h 
his Eye upon the Name of ONESIMUS (which in GREEK ſignifies Frusz- 
ful or Profitable) in uſing the Verb ovaiulwy, than in the Words 4xgn5or and N 
ver. 11. Twas, indeed, St. PAU L's Manner to run upon a Word, and that 
ſometimes in a Senſe that was pretty bard, and unintelligible to ſuch as. don't 
cloſely conſider the Scope of his Diſcourſe, and that this is his common? Manner. 
* In the LORD.) How skiltully does he once and again bring in the Name 
of the Lord JESUS CHRIST ? Intimating, that it was his Will and Plea +=: 
ſare, that PHILEMON ſhould forgive penitent ON ESIMUS, as ever he 
expected Forgiveneſs himſelf at the Hands of his great Lord and Maſter, who is 
N 04. iv. 1. Matt. vi. 12, 14, 15. and; that what is done by way of 
Kindneſs and Charity unto one of the leaſt of his Servants, he'll take it as Kindly, 
and reward it as graciouſly, at the laſt Day, as if it had been done unto himſelf, 
in his own proper Perſon, Matt. xxv. 40, 45. but if they ſlighted, or neglected: 
to be charitable to one of his meaneſt Servants, he would reſent it as much, and 
iſh it as ſeverely, as if they had done it unto himſelf, ver. 44—=46,- It 
ÞHILEMON had any Love to the Lord JESUS CHRIST, or any Defirs 
to be accepted. by him at his Coming, how powerful muſt theſe Arguments be 
with him? Well might he add after this, hat he was * waded, PHILE- 
MON uud do more than all he had mention d. CHRITISOSTOM upon 
this Verſe cries out, What Stone is ſo hard, but would be moved, or even melted 
by theſe Words ? Whether he hereby defign'd (by a diſtagt Hint) to put PHE 
LEMON in mind of granting ON ESIM US his Freed@m, I leave to be inqui - 
red. Perhaps St. PAUL thought that too great a Fayour to be requeſted. as ty 
and in plain Words; though, if the ON ESI MUS: mention'd.-by LG N K 
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1 . — 
US, 2s Biſhop of EP HES US, was the ſame Perſon about whom this Letter 
was wrote, tis prohable that he had his Nr im; but, whether it 

vas 1 the i future Behaviour; or, Whe- 


— 


+ 


„ 
* 


was upon the 8 of this Letter, or of his F | wh 
ther this was the fame Perſon, does hot tiow fully appear. See 1GNATIUS's 
. Epiſtle to the Epheſians, at rhe beginging. ; There is a like Thitanee of the Apo- | 
ſt C8 Addreſs; 2 Cor. vii. 778. 701 Na 10 > is ts 2105 1 8M bon 

Feline or seinen Yes 5 
— y—cnemat — — 


bet A V. 

; The © ONCLUSION of the Epiſtle. 
wm. CONTENTS. 
: H. 1 Rk he had a Profpet of being ſhortly ſer at 


- 2 — — 
ion. 4 7 — 


p 
to es 


Liberty; that then he'defign'd to viſit them at COLOSSE, 
where he defires PHILEMON to provide him a Lodging. And 
tis not improbable but that he did viſit them accordingly, The 
Epiftle is concluded with Salutations, according to his uſual 


—Y 4 4 — — 
- — —L— — 


| 
| 


| Manner, | | 
= PARAPHRASE TEXT. 
bY 22, O conclude, I defire you wou'd BUT withal prepare me 22 


provide me a Lodging ; for I hope, ft ther Tod 2 
1 


that : (in anſwer to YOUR H 


a 2 ——— 
— 


*. 
= 1 of - 
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NOTES. 


22. f To provide me a Lodging.) This ſhews that this FpiſtJe was wrote 2 
little before St. PAUL was ſet at Liberty from his firſt Confinement at 
ROME. Compare herewith, Phil. i. 25. and ii. 24. and Heb. xiii. 23, 24. 
St. PAUL did not want any pompous or expenfive Preparation in the providing 

| him a Lodging; but this Intimation of his _— to be ſhortly at COLOSSE, 
was another Argument to P H ILEMON; for ſurely he would be aſhamed te 
be found by the A POS T LE himſelf implacable, and regardleſs of ſuch an ex- 
cellent and perſuaſive Letter. 

* 7 truſt, that through YOUR PRAYERS I fall be given unto 10 U.] 
We can't ſuppoſe, but that St. PAUL himſelf, and the other CHRISTIANS, 
| pray'd 


· HIL EM Ox 


TEXT PARAPHRASE 


[ ſhall be given unto I ſhall, now ſhortly be ſet at Liberty, and 
£3 There falute thee E - have an Opportunity to pay . 
bn wy Fellow-Pi COLOSSE, EPAPH RI (who-was 
in CHRIST IE. | 11.40 (no WA 
24$SUS; MARCUS, ARI. formerly one of your Miniſters, and who 
STARCHUS, came to ROME not very long ago, 
bringing me an Account of the State of 
Things among you) is now my Fellom- 
Priſoner for ſpreading CH RISTIANI- 
T in this. great City; and he ſends his 
Love and Salutations to you: As does al- 
ſo MARK (Siſter's Son to BARNA- 
BAS) and ARIS TARCHUsS the 
MACEDONIAN (who is likewiſe 
under. Conſinement upon the ſame Ac- 


* 


We NOTES. 2 10 
0 for his being ſet at Liberty; and that it would be Matter of general Joy 
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23. 


24. 


Advantage to all the CHRISTIAN CH URCHES, whenever he 


ſhould. get his * but the A POST LE only mentions the Prayers f 


PHILEMON and 1s Family, as if they had a particular Intereſt at the L' hrone 
of Grace, and as if GOD would peculiarly gratify them with his Inlargement, 


as he himſelf would, on the other hand, devote that Liberty mare pecuſiarly to 


their Service. How does be take all Opportunities to. peak well of PH ILE. 
ek ON and his Family, and to intimate his great Regard and Affection for 
them? | 


23. *EPAPHR As.] See Cal, i. 7. and iv. 13, 13. This is be; that ß 


Fr to have been active in converting the COLOSSIANS. St; 
AUL x his Fello 
PHILEMON again in mind of his BONDS. . 


24. iMARCUS:;] This was he about whom St. P AU L and BARN A- 


BAS differ'd ſo. much as to part Campo „Acts xv. 39. But we ſee here that 
0 


St. PAUL and St. MARK were perfectly reconciled again, and laboured toge- 
ther in promoting the Goſpel; for this 2 was wrote many Years after that 
Difference. This St. MAK K. was the Author of the GOSPEL that goes Jun» 


der his Name. | | 
* ARISTARCHUS,] Ads xx.4. He was a MACEDONIAN of 


THESSALONICA, choſen by the MAC EDONLIAN CHURCHES 


as one of their Meſſengers, to go e the charitable Collection Which they 
had made for the. Uſe of the poor CHRISTIANS in IUD EA; was be 
that DEMETRIUS and his Mob had hurry'd into the Iheatre at EP H Ex 
8 US, Acls xix. 29. After the delivering up the Charity to the leading Men of 
the CHURCH in JERUSALEM; ke followed the APOSTLE PAUL 
to CES ARE A, and after that accompanied him to ROME: It docs not 

212 0 | 2 


by calling him his Fellow-Pri/oner. in CHRIST JESUS, pute“ 


are all now with me at ROME, aſſiſting 


25. 


1 8 ie i 1 _ "IS 2 
Y HI EE MH Oo 
PARAPHRASE TEXT 
count as I am) * DEMAS alſo, and STARCHUS,DEMAS, 
"LUKE'the' beloved Phyſician. © Theſe db og | .; 
ith » our Lord JESUS CHRIST 
me in ſpreading the Holy CHRISTIAN be with your Spirit. AMEN, | 
RELIGION; and, if you pleaſe, you © N 
may conſider it as their Requeſt alſo, that 
ONESIMUS he forgiven, and kindly 
received} © 5-1 of UPI HOT WTO 
May the Favour of our Lord JESUS 
CHRIST, and the Gifts and Graces of 
his HOLY: SPIRIT, be in and upon 
you all, AMEN. * 


1 5 os 2D T. E S. 


appear that he was carry'd Priſoner to ROME ; but he ſeems to have gone vo- 
Juntarily, and to have been there apprehended and confined. See Note b, ver. 1. 
! DEMAS.] This is he that afterwards forſook the APOSTLE PAUL, when 
(during his ſecond Confinement at R O M E) he was called to anſwer for his Life 
before the EMPEROR NERO, or his Lieutenant HELIUS C ASARIENSIS. 
2 Tim. iv. 10. His loving this preſent World is erty reckon'd to have been his 
Love to Riches ; but, perhaps, it was only deſign'd to mean, that he was afraid 
to lay down his Life asa MARTYR for the CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
and therefore he would not then ſtay at ROME with the APOSTLE to run 
the Hazard of it, nor go where the APOSTLE might direct, if there was any 
Hazard in the Undertaking; but would go to THESSALONICA, where 
the APOSTLE- thought there was leſs Occafion for him at that Time, as 
CRESCENS did, perhaps, go to GALATIA, and TITUS to DAL- 
MATIA. However, we never find the APOSTLE intimating that D E- 
MAS had forfaken the CHRISTIAN RELIGION; but only that he had 
forſaken HIM, in his great Diſtreſs, when no body elſe durſt ſtand by him, or 
appear with him and for him, and he was with fo much Difficulty delivered our of 
the Mouth of the Lion, 2 Tim. iv. 16, 17. i. e. from NERO, or his LIE UT E- 
NANT, by whom he ts reckon'd to have been beheaded in a ſhort Time after. 
= LUCAS.]} St. LUKE; he was the Author of one of the four GO- 
SPELS, and of the ACTS of the APOSTLES. He was probably a Native 
of ANTIOCHin SYRIA, anda PROSELYTE of the GATE, before 
he was a CHRISTIAN. Though I reckon that he was commonly St. 
PAUL's Companion; yet I find no mention of him from St. PAUTL's being 
the firſt Time at PHILIP PI to his coming thither again, i. e. from Acts xvi. 
to Afts xx. He was concern'd (as well as ARISTARCHUS) in ing 
the Charity to JERUSALEM, and went along alſo with the AP O- 
STLE fromCESAREA toROME ; yea, and was with the APOSTLE 
in his ſecond Confinement at ROME, when the Hazard was ſo great that all the 
reſt of his Companions forſook him and fled, 2 Tim. iv. 11. 


The END of the EPISTLE, 


A PPENDIX 


HAT any antient Writing belongs to the Author to 

— common. Fame ſcribes it,' can only be known 

by - internal Marks and Characters, or by external 
eſtimony. 

The internal Marks and Characters muſt be deduced from the 
authentick Hiſtory of the Perſon, or his authentic Writi 
That moſt, or all the other Epiſtles, which go under the Name of 
St. PAUL, are his true and genuine Writings, may be eaſily 
proved from the Hiſtory of him in the ACTS of the APOSTLES, 
and from the Teſtimonies of the PRIMITIVE FATHERS, 
(che only Proofs the Fact is capable of:) And, indeed, the Au- 
thenticneſs of moſt of them has never been called in Queſtion, 
And, ſuppoſing the other Epiſtles to be genuine, we may ob- 

ſerve ſave 12 Marks of the Genuinengſ of this Epijle 11 

PHILEMON. 
Ex. gr. The INTRODUCTION, which. is fo ſuitable is 
the Scope of the Epiſtie; a Thing for Which St. PAUL's Epi. 
files are fo remarkable ! See Note“, ver. 1. His calling TIM O- 
THY Brother, and writing in his Name, as well as his own; /e? 
Note *, ver. 1. TIMOTHY being his Favourite, and almoſt 
conſtant Companion. His Addreſs to all the CHRISTIANS 
in PHILEMON's Family, as they might all be capable of doing 
him Service upon this Occaſion z /ee the Notes, „ „ ver. 2. His 
Style and Manner through the whole Epiſtie; particularly, his 
uſing the very Words in the ſame Order, and upon hike Oceaſtons; „e 
Notes, ver. g. and the laſt Sentence of the Epijtle : But more eſpecial» 
ly, 
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ly, his admirable Addreſs, and ſkilful Infinuation, ſo peculiar to- 
St. PAUL; of which (among many Inſtances) I will ſelect only 

two: The one is, 2 Cor. viii. where he ſays, he had excited the 

CHRISTIAN in MACEDONIA to be liberal to the 

poor CHRISTIANS in JUDEA, by telling them of the gene- 
rous Propoſals of the CORINTHIANS: When he had done 

ſo, and thereby procured a noble Charity in MACEDONIA, 
he writes to the CORINTHIANS, and urges them to Eibe- 
rality, to make good their generous Propoſals, and his Commen- 
dations of them, and excites them back again, from the Example 
of the libera⸗ M ACEDONIA Ns. 

The other Inſtance is in this EPIST LE, where, after all his 
powerful Arguments, and affectionate Intreaties, he concludes, 
That be's per ſivaded EHILE MON would/do more than all that he 
had requeſted. 

The Manner of his mentioning his BONDS and CONFINE- 
MENT, with the Uſe which he makes thereof, is another Proof 
of this Ep:i/ile's being wrote by St. PAUL; ſe%e Note , ver. 10. 
As every Particular in the Epiſtle is conſiſtent with the Circum- 


ſtances of the APOSTLE's firſt Confinement at ROME, A#s 


Xxviii. 30, 31. 


His inſinuating ſeveral great and important Truths, which run 
through the whole CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, ſhews that 
it was wrote by one that had in his Head the complete Scheme of 
the Goſpel Revelation, in one clear and harmonious View, and 
that could expreſs or infinuate any part of it, at. all Times, and 
upon all proper Occaſions. Ex. gr. That CHRISTIANITY 
5 nothing in Mens civil Obligations or Privileges; /ee Note *, 
wer. 14, That. Reſtitution ought to be made for Wrongs and 


Injuries; Note *, ver. 18. That the Penitent ought to be forgi- 


ven; Note, ver. 20. That CHRISTIFANS are all BRE- 
T HREN; Note *, ver. 16. and Note, ver. 20. 
The Alluſion to the Service of Slaves among the Jeus, in tha 
Expreſſion, aD, for ever ;. Note , ver. by. | . 
The APOSTLE's writing his Name with his own Hand, and 
probably making ſome. particular Mark, or writing it in ſuch a 
articular-Manner, as to diſtinguiſh his from any counterfeit Epi- 
les that might be wrote under his Name; ver. 19. compared with 
2 The / iii. 17. and ii. 2. and Gal. vi. 14. 
And finally, the Salutations from ſuch as were commonly his 
„ ee are all. internal Evidences of the Genuineneſs of this 


Bpiſi The 
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APPENDIX 
The enlarging upon the external Proofs is deferr'd, till the Au- 
thor has Leiſure to put together the Teſtimonies of the Antients, 
as to the Authenticneſs of all St. PAUL's Epiſtles. 


"What I Would infer rem all that bee n 


I. If this Epiſtle be St. PAUL's, and he was a Man of ſuch 
Sagacity and Addreſs; every candid and unprejudic'd Perſon will 
readily allow, that he was no looſe, incoherent Writer ; nor any 
wild and ENTHUSIASTIC Viſionary; but will rather be apt 
to think, that if the Language in which St. PAUL. wrote, the 
Cuſtoms to which he alludes, the'Scope of his Diſcourſe, and the 
Subject which he is purſuing, were throughly underſtood, we 
ſhould ſee as much Beauty, Aptneſs and Propriety, in all his 
Epiſiles, as are viſible in this ſhort Epiſtle ro PHILEMON. 

"'T will alſo evidently follow, that a Man of ſuch Senſe and Sa- 
gacity, ſuch Skill and Penetration, was not, could not poſſibl 
be, deluded, eſpecially as to the Facts, to which he often appea 
as plain Proofs of his Miſſion and Doctrine; and that even in the 
Letters which he wrote to Churches, where he had many and 
moſt malicious Enemies. Could not a Man, of a Capacity 
much inferior to St. PAUL's, know certainly whether he was 
able to work Miracles, or no ? Whether he could,” or could nor, 
ſpeak a Variety of Languages, which he had never ſtudy'd to at- 


tain? Or interpret what others ſpoke in ſuch Languages? Whe- 


ther he had, or had not, the Power of miraculouſly puniſhing ob- 
ſtinate Offenders ? Whether he could, or could not, communi- 
cate ſome ſuch Powers, and Gifts unto others, by the laying on of 
his Hands? Could a Man write ſuch an Epiſtle as this, and at the 
ſame Time be ſo groſly and ſo palpably impoſed upon, as to plain 
Facts? This would be a Caſe without a Parallel, and is contrary 
ro all common Senſe, Reaſon and Experience ! | Ib 

Amidſt all the Warmth and Affection, wherewith he addreſſes 
PHILEMON, and all the pious and devout Sentiments con- 
tain'd in this Epiſtle, are there any Traces of ENTHUSE 
ASTIC Ravings? Any Signs of a frantic or diſturbed Imagina- 
tion ? Any Thing that would in the leaſt betray him to have been 


: 


a weak and credulous Perſon? - | 
I believe, from the more cloſe Conſideration of his ſkilful, and 
inſinuating Manner of Addreſs, and the Propriety of his Behavi- 


our, towards the Perſons with whom he had to do, the DEIST'S 
En” have 
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baue been apt to conclude, that he was an artful, cunning Man, 


that knew the World, and could make the beſt of any Cauſe; and 

that, in one Word, he was more waar to deceive others, chan to 
be impoſed upon himſelf, ſo notoriouſſy, and in ſuch plain Facts. 
But, to take away all Jealouſy, and Suſpicion of his having any 
Deſign to deceive Mankind ; let us, 

II. Point out briefly ſome of the many Evidences, which he 
gave the World of his Honeſty and Integrity. 

The RELIGION which he ſpread, promotes the pureſt Vir- 
tue; and one can hardly ſuſpect a Man of any ſiniſter View, in. 
taking Pains to make the World wiſer and better. | 

Again, by the very Doctrine which he preach'd, he was doom'd 
to the moſt exquiſite and durable Puniſhment in another World, 
if he was an IM POST OR: and 'twould be a ſtrange Thing for 
a Man to condemn himſelf by an Impoſture of his own contriving 
and publiſhing, 

And then, how difintereſted were he loans 2; What had he to 
dre in chis World? He bimſelf ſays very juſtly, That / in this 

Life only be bad Hape in CHRIST, be was of all Men moſt miſe- 
rable. A cunning Deceiver propoſes to .himſelf ſore temporal 
View z but what could St. PAUL propoſe to himſelf? Or, what 
had he for all his Travels and F atigues, his long and laborious 
Attempts to reform Mankind? 

He was converted from one of the moſt flagrant Enemies f 
CHRISTIANITY, to become one of its warmeſt Advocates, 
and moſt affectionate Friends; for which his on Nation looked 
upon him as no better than an APO STATE; and (inſtead of the 
Advancement for which he ſtood ſo fair, whilſt he was a zealous 
JEW, and perſecuted the CHRISTIANS) he expoſed himſelf 
to the Malice and Enmity of his former Friends, and Country-Men. 
The ROMANS alſo (who then govern'd the World) were al- 
ways jealous of all Changes and Innovations in Matters of RELI- 
GION, and were peculiarly for diſcouraging the Ring-leaders of 
any new Religion. And, n= 5 could a Man propoſe to himſelf, 
to preach. up the Doctrine of a crucify 4 Fete Ad Kae Perfons, 
and in ſuch, a State of 5 

Nay, even the IUDAl ERS ai DUExaNS,; powwerfnl, nad | 
zealous Body among the CHRISTIANS). were apt to lock up- 
on this APOSTLE with Jealouſy and Diſlike. So chat if the 
APOSTLE of che GENTILES ſought the e of chis 
Wendurke took a very — to obtaia ſũ . * 
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The ſame may be ſaid as to the Riches, as well as the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments, of this World. And, ſuppoſe he had not foreſeen 
the Hunger and Cold, the Nakednefs and Buffetings, the Slights 
and Affronts, in which ſuch an Attempt was likely to involve him; 
yet one would have thought that ten or twelve Years Experience 


might have been fufficient to have convinc'd him; and that he 


could have had no great Heart to have proceeded” about twenty: 
Years more, after ſo many, and ſuch great Diſcouragements l Ox, 


Can we ſuppoſe, that Vain-Glory, and an Affectation of Singu- 


larity, could carry him, and his numerous Companions, ſuch a 


great Length in propagating what they knew to be an IMPO-- 


TURE?Read but the brief Accounts which he himſelf has given. 


of his own pe 


nem. And you mu ad a 
and unaccountable Love for VAIN-GLORY, chat had alrea 


y 


experienced ſuch Treatment, and that foreſaw, that it was the AG xx. 
very Treatment that ſuch an 8 Was ever likely to expoſe** 3,14 


to publiſh What he himſelf. 


him to; and yer would ftill go e him 
knew to be falſe; yea, and even to triumph in the Proſpect, cho 
he ſaw nothing before him but Dangers and Death! 


Had the APOSTLES of dur LORD and SAVIOUR the. 
Principle of Self-Preſer vation? Or, were they of a different Make 
from the reft of Mankind? Would not a Man of Sept, Virtue. 
and Benevolence to Mankind (as the Author of this E 7 | 

| E. 
Or, if by any Means he had been drawn in, would he not eaſily 
have diſcover'd, and honeſtly have confeſs d ſuch a notorious- 


have been) either never have engaged in an TMPO 


Cheat; and rather ſought Glory from his ſingular Integrity? 


Bur, fuppoſe CHRISTI IF LT | Mavis ft then Ln Fa 
10us, Hor a criminal Sin- 


tempt to ſpread it could not be -gl 


oularity? 


Indeed, St. PAUL ſuffered ſo much, and yet went on in his 
Work ſo ſteadily, calmly, and unmovedly ; and ſo unweariedly- 


perliſted in his Attempts co make an_ungrateful World wiſe and 
good, even whilſt.he was ſenſible that they were plotting his De- 


{truction ; that.(I.believe) the cloſe Obſervation. of this part of his 
Behaviour, without conſidering his Conduct in other Views, has 
led the DEISTS:- to take him for a weak Man, and an EN- 
THUSIASTIC Vifionary, that knew not the World, nor had 


ſtudy'd Mankind. So natural tis for Men tor, into Extremes, 


when they conſider any Thing only in one View ! Accordingly they: 
| ve. 


1 Cor. iv. — and 2 Cor. xi. 23. ad. 
ſuppoſe that 'a Man muſt have had * | 
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have play'd between theſe two HYPOTHESES; ſometimes 
repreſenting the APOSTLES as IMP OST ORS, and at other 
Times as ENTHUSIASTS. fs 

Theſe are certainly very different and inconſiſtent Repreſenta- 
tions: For a Man that is really an ENTHUSIAST, and that 
believes himſelf illuminated or inſpired, without his being ſo, is 


not an IMPOSTOR for declaring that he believes ſo: And 


whoever pretends to Inſpiration, when he knows very well that 
he is not inſpired, can't be an ENTHUSIAST, but is a down- 
right IMPOSTOR. | | 

I with the DEIST'S would fairly debate with us one or both of 
theſe HYPOTHESES, and ſtand or fall by the ſuperior Evi- 


. dence : But to ſhift from one to the other, when they are pinched 


with an Argument, is a ſhameful and unfair Method of Proceed- 
ing, and not like Lovers of TRUTH and VIRTUE. 

To me it appears very plainly, from the firſt of theſe Obſerva- 
tions, that St. PAUL was not, could not poſſibly be, deluded 
himſelf : And from the ſecond, that he can't be ſuppoſed to have 


deluded others. 
And if this Argument be juſt, CHRISTIANITY is un- 


doubtedly the TRUTH from GOD, and as ſuch ought to be em- 
brac'd, rely'd, and ated upon. Nor is it every Objection that 
may be ſtarted (though it have ſome Subtilty or Difficulty W. 
that ſhould ſhake our Foundations, when ſuch poſitive and di 
Proof is laid before us. 


R. 


. AA AT u. 
(Page 13, Line 12th from the Bottom, for Hipil read Hipbil. 
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